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Well Operations Management Plan Approval Application PA s61
	Approved Form - Petroleum Act 1984
This is the approved form for the purposes of section 61(2)(a) of the Petroleum Act 1984[footnoteRef:1] (Act). [1:  https://legislation.nt.gov.au/en/Legislation/PETROLEUM-ACT-1984] 


Use this form to apply for approval of a well operations management plan (WOMP) or a revised WOMP.

[bookmark: _Hlk209435396]The WOMP submitted for approval must include prescribed information, refer to regulation 66AA and Schedule 4B of the Petroleum Regulations 2020[footnoteRef:2] (Regulations).  [2:  https://legislation.nt.gov.au/Legislation/PETROLEUM-REGULATIONS-2020] 


You must refer to and comply with the 2025 Code of Practice: Well Integrity[footnoteRef:3] and Well Operations Management Plan Guideline[footnoteRef:4] (Guideline) when completing this form. [3:  https://nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/1565178/2025-code-of-practice-well-integrity.pdf]  [4:  https://nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1565195/well-operations-management-plan-guideline.pdf] 


[bookmark: _Hlk209435543]It is noted that section 6A of the Act establishes that the Minister must also consider and apply the principles of ecologically sustainable development (ESD) when making a decision to approve a plan.

	Petroleum interest

	Petroleum interest 
reference number
(EP, RL, L, OL)
	
	Expiry date
	

	Interest holder
Where there are multiple interest holders, attach a separate sheet showing below details demonstrating sharing arrangements

	Company/individual name
	

	ACN / ABN / ARBN
	
	Interest held
	%

	Business address
	

	Postal address
	

	Contact person
	

	Telephone
	
	Email
	

	
Person in charge of well operations

	Contact person
	

	Company name
	

	ACN / ABN / ARBN
	

	Postal address
	

	Telephone
	
	Email
	

	Submitted well operations management plan

	WOMP title
	

	WOMP document number
	E.g. Unique identifier for the WOMP

	Initial WOMP application
(select one for applicable fee see Attachment A of this form)
	High complexity
	☐
	Medium complexity
	☒
	Low complexity
	☐

	Revised WOMP*
(select one for applicable fee see Attachment A of this form)
	High complexity
	☐
	Medium complexity
	☒
	Low complexity
	☐

	Well depth category (select one for security proposal see Attachment B of this form)
	Shallow
≤1000m TVD
	☐
	Intermediate
1000 – 1700m TVD
	☐
	Deep
≥1700m TVD
	☐

	*Document revision No.
	

	*Reason for the revision
	E.g. result of 5 year review, review under s61B(2)(a) of the Act (specify appropriate sub-clause) or on ministerial direction. 

	Attachments

	A well operations management plan.
(The WOMP structure must align with Table 1 of the Guideline[footnoteRef:5]) [5:  See https://nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1565195/well-operations-management-plan-guideline.pdf ] 

	☐

	A well control manual for the well or wells to be managed under the WOMP.
	☐

	A proposal for the petroleum infrastructure decommissioning security 
(See Attachment B of this form).
	☐

	Other supporting information, including 

	Evidence that the interest holder maintains an insurance policy in accordance with s57AAE.
	☐

	Declaration

	I declare that the information contained in this form is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.
I understand that providing misleading information, or making false representations are offences as per sections 107 and 108 of the Petroleum Act 1984.

	Signature
	
	Date
	

	Name
	

	Position held/title
	

	Fees
Different fees apply to applications for high, medium and low complexity plans. Refer to Attachment A for more details. Refer to the petroleum operations fees on the NT Government website[footnoteRef:6]. An invoice will be raised on acceptance of the application. Invoices are payable by BPAY, credit card (online and phone), direct credit and in person at the Department of Corporate and Digital Development.  [6:  https://nt.gov.au/industry/energy/petroleum-operations/fees-and-levies] 

How to submit
Submit this form and attachments via email or post to:
petroleum.operations@nt.gov.au 

Petroleum Operations
Department of Mining and Energy
GPO Box 4550
Darwin NT 0801
Privacy statement
The Department of Mining and Energy complies with the Information Privacy Principles[footnoteRef:7] scheduled by the Information Act 2002. [7:  https://infocomm.nt.gov.au/privacy/information-privacy-principles] 

Further information
Contact Petroleum Operations on 08 8999 6030 or email petroleum.operations@nt.gov.au

	Attachment A - WOMP fee determined by complexity
The fee for submitting a new or revised WOMP is determined by the complexity of the WOMP. Schedule 1A of the Regulations provides the criteria for the assessment of well complexity. The relevant fee amount should be included in the WOMP application.

	Description
	Revenue units[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Revenue units are determined each financial year by the Territory Revenue Office.] 


	High complexity WOMP - A WOMP that includes a well or wells that meet any of the high complexity classification criteria listed in Table 1.
	11 614

	Revised high complexity WOMP
	8 333

	Medium complexity WOMP - A WOMP that is not high complexity according to criteria in Table 1 but covers the operation of more than one well.
	7 946

	Revised medium complexity WOMP
	5 702

	Low complexity WOMP – A WOMP that applies to only one well that does not meet any of the criteria in Table 1.
	6 113

	Revised low complexity WOMP
	4 386

	Table 1: High WOMP complexity determining factors – Schedule 1A of the Regulations (fees)

	Criteria
	High complexity classification 
(If yes to any criteria WOMP complexity classification is high)
	Applicable

	Pressure
	The maximum anticipated surface pressure is ≥ 10,000 psi or 69 MPa or needs the deployment of pressure control equipment with a rated working pressure in excess of 10,000 psi.
	Y/N

	Temperature
	The undisturbed bottom hole temperature at prospective reservoir depth or total depth is ≥ 149°C or 300°F.
	Y/N

	Hydraulic fracturing
	Well stimulation required.
	Y/N

	Hydrogen sulphide
	Risks arising from H2S to be managed, including the requirement to deploy of additional equipment, plans and emergency procedures.
	Y/N

	Managed pressure drilling
	Advise if required.
	Y/N

	Well location relative to previous drilling
	Outside known fields or the first well in a petroleum field.
	Y/N

	Novel drill operations and equipment
	Includes the deployment of specific non-standard or new equipment or techniques not currently in or approved for use.
	Y/N

	Attachment B - Petroleum infrastructure decommissioning securities for wells
An application for approval of a WOMP must be accompanied by a proposal for the petroleum infrastructure decommissioning security relative to the subject well or wells (security).
It is a mandatory condition of a petroleum interest that the interest holder must provide security. Section 117AV of the Act establishes the requirement to secure costs and liabilities associated with well decommissioning. Security must be paid by interest holders for every well. The amount payable is directly related to the relevant WOMP. 
The Minister will determine the appropriate security or securities when the Minister decides to approve a WOMP. An interest holder must not commence activities under an approved well operations management plan or a petroleum surface infrastructure plan, or to recover petroleum on an appraisal basis, without providing security.
The amount of security required depends on 
· Type of petroleum interest - Whether the well is located on an exploration permit/retention licence, or if the well is on a production licence, or equivalent petroleum interest established by a repealed act for example the Petroleum (prospecting and mining) Act 1954[footnoteRef:9]. [9:  https://dme.nt.gov.au/media/docs/mining-and-energy/legislation/Petroleum_Prospecting_Mining_Act.pdf] 

· The age of the well. Where a well is an exploration or appraisal well, the amount of security required depends on whether the well was constructed before or after 22 June 2023.
· The depth of the subject wells. Standardised costs have been applied to three categories of well based on total vertical depth. This approach recognises that the number of decommissioning plugs and rig size are major price separation points for decommissioning.
· Shallow wells ≤1000m TVD
· Intermediate wells 1000 – 1700m TVD
· Deep wells ≥1700m TVD
· The number of wells that are the subject of the WOMP. Security required for mobilisation and demobilisation are calculated for decommissioning campaigns of up to 10 wells, with the cost for wells 2-10 being approximately 50% lower than the primary well. 
This information must be provided when a WOMP is submitted, when a WOMP is reviewed, or when a drilling notification is being provided for a well which is being nominated for inclusion in an approved WOMP.
Instruments of determination
Instruments of determination have been published online[footnoteRef:10] that describe the standardised costs and methodologies[footnoteRef:11] that will be used determine how petroleum infrastructure decommissioning security for wells will be calculated. [10:  See https://nt.gov.au/industry/energy/petroleum-operations/securities-for-onshore-petroleum ]  [11:  See https://nt.gov.au/_media/docs/business-and-industry/energy/petroleum/petroleum-activities/petroleum-operations-forms-and-guidelines/petroleum-infrastructure-decommissioning-securities/determination-of-approach-or-methodology-well-decommissioning.PDF] 
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