Threatened species of the Northern

Territory

Long-tailed hopping-mouse
Notomys longicaudatus

Conservation status

Australia: Extinct
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act
1999

Northern Territory: Extinct
Territory Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 1976

Description

The Long-tailed Hopping-mouse was a large
hopping-mouse, with a body mass of about 100
g. The body and tail are tawny brown above and
whitish below. The tail is about one-third longer
than the combined head and body length, and the
terminal third has a distinct blackish brush. Its
large size and extremely long tail distinguished
this species from other hopping-mouse species.

Distribution

The Long-tailed Hopping-mouse was recorded
alive at widely separated localities in arid and
semi-arid Western Australia, the Northern
Territory (NT) and far-western New South Wales.
Subfossil material indicates the species also
occurred in north-western Queensland and was
once widespread in South Australia.

Records from the NT consist of specimens
collected from the Burt Plain and Barrow Creek
and skeletal remains obtained from owl pellets at
the Granites (Tanami Desert) and at Uluru-Kata
Tjuta National Park.

Credit: South Australia Museum

NT conservation reserves where reported:
Formerly occurred in areas that are now included
within Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park, Watarrka
National Park and Tjoritja/West MacDonnell
National Park!-2.

Ecology and life-history

The ecology and life-history of the Long-tailed
Hopping-mouse is largely unknown; though it is
thought to have favoured habitats on heavier
(clay) soils. Habitats in the vicinity of the localities
where the species was collected include acacia
and eucalypt woodland, hummock grassland and
low shrubland.
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Caption: Known localities of the Long-tailed Hopping-
mouse in the NT (nrmaps.nt.gov.au)

Department of Environment, Parks and Water Security
November 2021
Page 1 of 2

&% NORTHERN
o.#‘. TERRITORY

GOVERNMENT


https://nrmaps.nt.gov.au/nrmaps.html

Threatening processes

The decline and extinction of the Long-tailed
Hopping-mouse was probably due to a range of
factors, including predation by feral Cats Felis
catus and Red Foxes Vulpes vulpes, habitat
degradation due to introduced herbivores and
livestock, and habitat alteration due to changed
fire regimes.

Conservation objectives and
management

As the Long-tailed Hopping-mouse is presumed
to be extinct, there are no conservation
objectives for the species within the NT.
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