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Community support
Gamba grass (Andropogon gayanus) is a high priority 
weed management target in the Darwin and Katherine 
regions. When not managed, it contributes to the ‘fuel 
load’ of devastating dry season bushfires. 
The Northern Territory Government provides 
education, free herbicide and spray equipment loans 
through the Gamba Action Program (GAP). This 
initiative has been running since 2010, and resulted in 
over 3,000 fantastic landholder engagements during 
the 2018-19 control season (wet season). 
Herbicide was distributed from nine partner outlets 
across rural Darwin, Batchelor, Dundee, Wagait, 
Beatrice Hill and Katherine. GAP will return for the 
2019-20 wet season, so start planning now!

Compliance actions
Gamba grass is a declared weed in the Territory. All landholders, including 
the Northern Territory Government, must work towards meeting the 
management obligations stipulated in the Weed Management Plan for 
Gamba Grass. This means minimum buffer widths of 15m gamba-free 
around property boundaries, infrastructure, roads and tracks, or 
eradication of smaller infestations.
Properties with unmanaged gamba grass may be issued with an 
order to control it within a reasonable timeframe during the 
control season. A failure to comply with an order can result in 
fines of up to $272.50 for individuals and over $1,200 for 
companies.
The 2018-19 compliance season saw over 1,300 
property inspections completed in heavily infested 
areas. Over 100 orders were issued to control gamba 
grass, and several fines have been issued for failing 
to comply with orders, with monitoring ongoing. 

The Weed Management Branch 
can be contacted on 08 8999 4567 
or email weedinfo@nt.gov.au

Gamba grass during the dry season
The GAP program runs during the wet season, which 
is the most effective time to apply herbicide to control 
gamba grass prior to seeding and while it is actively 
growing. Herbicide is not effective on gamba during 
the dry season, and temporary measures such as 
slashing and controlled burning can be used to reduce 
the risk of wild fires and seed spread.
The Weed Management Branch works closely with 
Bushfires NT and the Northern Territory Fire and 
Rescue Service to minimise the threat of dry season 
bushfires caused by excessive gamba grass ‘fuel loads’. 
Gamba grass fuel loads can be 2 to 7 times higher 
than those of native grasses, resulting in fire 
intensities 3 to 8 times greater than normal fires.
Land that is identified as having unmanaged gamba 
grass during the 2019 dry season will be prioritised 
for compliance attention during the 2019-20 gamba 
grass control season. 

www.nt.gov.au/gamba




