
 Model Erosion and Sediment Control Plans 

For Rural Development  
 

 
Introduction 
 
The landscape of northern Australia is ancient and 
highly weathered.  An intensive seasonal climate 
brings heavy rainfall, large areas of waterlogging 
and extended dry periods.  The combination of 
fragile soils and climatic factors exacerbate the 
impacts of soil and vegetation disturbance, even 
on relatively small areas. 
 
To protect the productivity and sustainability of 
land use in the Northern Territory, land 
development needs to be managed to control soil 
loss.  Erosion and Sediment Control Plans 
(ESCPs) are an essentail tool for this purpose.   
 
Description 
 
This Fact Sheet presents a model example of the 
type of map-based ESCP used when clearing 
native vegetation for rural land development.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This Fact Sheet should be used in conjunction 
with DLRM Fact Sheet Erosion and Sediment 
Control Plans For Rural Development for 
additional information on ESCP content and 
structure. 
 
The Model ESCP includes: 
 

• an ESCP Overview Map,  
• an ESCP map for Improved Pasture 

development and  
• an ESCP map for Orchard development.   

 
These maps are also available in A3 format at 
http://www.lrm.nt.gov.au/soil/management/factshe
ets. 
 
This example does not have an accompanying 
report document, although additional text or 
diagrams can be used when preparing an ESCP, 
including drawings of erosion control structures.  
 
Content 
 
ESCP plans should display proposed clearing / 
development areas and relevant site information 
such as sensitive areas (e.g. riparian zones or 
sinkholes), as well as an appropriate set of 
erosion and sediment control measures for the 
proposed development. 
 

Proposed works should address: 
 
Drainage control – managing volumes and 
velocity of storm water runoff, to prevent formation  
of concentrated flows that encourage rill and gully 
erosion. This is can be achieved with structures 
such as graded banks for broad land surfaces, 
and diversion banks for tracks, fire breaks and 
service corridors.  See: 
Erosion and Sediment Control Guidelines 
Technical Note No. 8   Diversion Banks 
Erosion and Sediment Control Guidelines 
Technical Note No.17  Graded Banks   
 
Erosion control – protecting exposed soil 
surfaces to prevent or reduce erosion caused by 
raindrop impact and storm water surface flows.  
This can be provided by grasses and other ground 
covers.  Wet season cover or green manure crops 
are essential for horticultural land use. 
 
Sediment control – trapping and retaining 
sediment / topsoil and preventing it from being lost 
off site or accumulating in local waterways.  Buffer 
zones with good ground cover and grass filter 
strips can be used for this purpose. 
 
Layout 
 

The recommended format for ESCP maps is A3. 
Maps should include a title and legend, with a 
map scale bar and north arrow. Also include 
contours and/or arrows to indicate direction of fall 
(drainage) across the development site. Include a 
coordinate grid or otherwise geo-reference key 
points. 
 
Proposed works can be indicated with symbols on 
the map, with an accompanying legend.  A side 
bar or insert can be used for Construction 
Notes, which outline works and timing.   Note key 
contact personnel and include the NT Portion or 
Lot number in map titles. See examples attached.   
 
Contact Details 
 
For further information contact the DLRM Land 
Management Unit in your region.  Additional Fact 
Sheets, Technical Notes and Erosion and 
Sediment Control Guidelines are available at: 
www.lrm.nt.gov.au/soil/management . 
 
Land Management Unit - Rangelands Division 
 
Darwin: Phone (08) 8999 4572 
 
Katherine:       Phone (08) 8999 4454          
               
Alice Springs:  Phone (08) 8951 9208  
  

Note: removal of more than 1.0 ha of native 
vegeation requires a Deveolpment Permit for 
land clearing.  Further information is avalable 
at www.lrm.nt.gov.au/land-clearing, including 
the Department of Land Resource 
Management (DLRM) Land Clearing 
Guidelines (2010). 
 

http://www.lrm.nt.gov.au/soil/management/factsheets
http://www.lrm.nt.gov.au/soil/management/factsheets
http://www.lrm.nt.gov.au/soil/management
http://www.lrm.nt.gov.au/land-clearing
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