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QUICK VIEW... 

Getting there

Elsey National Park is 
near Mataranka, 100km 
south of Katherine on 
the Stuart Highway.

Park access is via 
bitumen road. 

Visitor facilities are 
situated at the end of 
Martin Road, the end of 
Homestead Road and 
along John Hauser Drive  

Coaches can access all 
main areas of the Park.

Fuel available from 
Mataranka. 

Contacts
Elsey National Park
(08) 89754 560
PWCNT Katherine 
Office
(08) 8973 8888

Our Parks and Reserves as a  
resource for your excursion

Inspire your students!
From a day trip to an overnight or week-long stay, excursions, 
camps and field trips are a great way for teachers to present hands-
on learning experiences and share knowledge in a unique way.

Parks and Wildlife Commission NT Parks and Reserves are ideal 
locations to enhance any education program, whether the visit 
be related to culture, history, science, outdoor education, or the 
creative arts.

This guide contains information to support excursions to Elsey 
National Park, an area managed by the Parks and Wildlife 
Commission of the Northern Territory. 

Elsey National Park has warm, crystal-clear pools for swimmers, 
long stretches of river for anglers and scenic walking tracks and 
historic sites.

We hope to see you out there!

Provide your feedback! We would love to receive your feedback 
and comments on this excursion guide, contact the PWCNT 
Community Engagement Officer in Katherine on 08 89738 865.

PARK FACILITIES
Swimming areas at Bitter Springs and Mataranka Thermal 
pool are fed by warm thermal springs. Pool entry is 
facilitated by formed steps and railings. Walking tracks to 
pools are hardened and may be accessible to those with 
limited mobility. 
Walking tracks link Mataranka Thermal Pool to visitor 
areas along John Hauser Drive. Bitter Springs is accessed 
via a short loop walk. 
Historical sites at the 12 Mile yards, the Old Mataranka 
sheep dip and the WWII Aboriginal Army Camp offer 
insights into the past.
Fishing is popular along John Hauser Drive, NT fishing 
regulations apply and traps, nets and spears are 
prohibited.
Boat ramps are available at 4 Mile and 12 Mile Yards. Boat 
engines are limited to a maximum of 15hp. 
Public toilets are available at Bitter Springs, Mataranka 
Homestead, 4 Mile, Mulurark and 12 Miles Yards and 
Jalmurark campground. 
Campgrounds are available at the Jalmurark/ 12 Mile. 
Commercial camping and accommodation is available on 
the borders of the park and at various locations around 
Mataranka. 

There are limited rubbish bins in Elsey National Park, 
please take your rubbish with you. 
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SAFETY and COMFORT
• Observe park safety signs. 
• Avoid strenuous activity during the heat of the day. 
• Carry and drink plenty of water (PWCNT recommends consumption of 

one litre per hour, more if undertaking strenuous activity).
• Wear clothing suitable to the conditions, recommended items include; 

a hat, sunscreen, enclosed and sturdy shoes and insect repellent. 
• Carry an adequate first aid kit with you at all times. 
• Mataranka Police Station phone contact: 89 754 511
• Mobile phone coverage is limited. Check with your provider and 

consider a satellite phone or personal locator beacon for emergency 
communication.

Annual Temperatures in Katherine and Mataranka
May to August (cool season)              September to December (hot season)
Daytime Max: 29-32ºC      Daytime Max: 35-45ºC 
Night-time lows to 13ºC                Night-time lows: 19-26ºC
January to April (main wet season)
Daytime Max: 33-35ºC
Night-time lows: 20-24ºC

Average rainfall is 600-1000 mm per annum with most rain falling 
during the peak wet season from mid-December/ January to 
March.
Visitor areas within Elsey National Park may be closed to the 
public during the peak of the wet season due to flooding. Check 
current conditions before you leave at www.nt.gov.au/leisure or 
on the Road Report website at www.ntlis.nt.gov.au.  

DRINKING WATER - Drinking water is available in the Jalmurark 
campground however we always advise bringing all your drinking 
water with you.

Please Remember
• ONLY SWIM IN DESIGNATED 

SWIMMING AREAS
• There is limited mobile phone 

coverage. 
• Keep to designated roads and 

tracks.
• Collect firewood before 

arriving at the campground.
• All historic, cultural items and 

wildlife are protected.
• Pets are not permitted on 

Park.
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SAFETY
DUTY OF CARE
• Teachers employed by the Department of Education who take part in excursions have a responsibility to 

ensure that departmental Educational Excursions policy and Educational excursions guidelines are met (see 
https://education.nt.gov.au/education/policies/excursions for policies and associated forms). Other States and 
Territories will have equivalent policies to be abided by.

• In addition to this, teachers have the responsibility to exercise proper care and supervision throughout 
the duration of the excursion. The duty of care of the teacher requires the reasonable steps to protect the 
student against risk of injury or harm that the teacher could reasonably foresee. The rules and regulations 
of the Parks and Wildlife Commission of the NT while within Park/Reserve/Garden boundaries must also be 
abided by.

RISK MANAGEMENT
• Department of Education Occupational and Safety policy requires the 

completion of an Excursion self inspection checklist (also found via the 
aforementioned link) prior to any excursion. The site-specific information 
provided below should assist you in competing this checklist.

IN AN EMERGENCY 
CONTACT THE POLICE  
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Saltwater crocodiles may 
be present in waterways 

within the Katherine 
region. 

Only enter the water in 
designated swimming 

areas. 

Flying Foxes and 
other bats may 

carry Australian Bat 
Lyssavirus. Do not 

touch bats.



Elsey National Park
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So you’ve decided to go! Here is some further information to help 
plan your excursion...
Elsey National Park, what’s it all about?
The Park covers an area of 13, 924 hectares in the wet/dry 
tropics of northern Australia. The main features of the Park are 
its picturesque springs and waterholes, the headwaters of the 
Roper River and associated riverine habitat, including near-
pristine stands of Livistona fan palm. The Roper River divides 
the Park into two bioregions: Gulf Fall and Uplands to the 
north of the river, and Sturt Plateau to the south. The Roper 
River flows all year and is sustained in the dry season by spring 
waters. The river flows out from the Park and empties in the Gulf of Carpentaria.
The Park’s main conservation assets are its springs and waterholes, the Roper River, and associated 
riverine environment. Mataranka Thermal Pool is listed in the Directory of Important Wetlands in 
Australia as a nationally-significant wetland. Swimming is available for much of the year at Bitter 
Springs and the Thermal Pool. Please note that water coming from thermal springs in the Mataranka 
area, particularly at Bitter Springs, can smell strongly of sulphur at times. This does not affect safety of 
swimmers. 
Fishing is a popular pastime for park visitors and small boats 
can be launched from boat ramps at the 4 Mile and 12 Mile 
Yards. 
Historical sites along John Hauser Drive offer a glimpse into 
the past and the community of Livistona mariae fringing the 
Roper River is the largest known stand of this species. The 
Park is also home to nationally vulnerable Freshwater Sawfish 
and Red Goshawk and a large Little Red Flying Fox breeding 
colony. There are also many examples of tufa formations along 
the river. 

Suggested excursion themes
Indigenous culture and Traditional Ownership
Elsey National Park is part of the traditional lands of the Mangarrayi and Yangman Indigenous people. 
The Park was also the site of the WWII Aboriginal Army Camp

European Culture, heritage and history
The area around Mataranka was a focal point for early European settlement in the NT. On the Park, 
the remains of a 1914 sheep dip, World War II Army Camp and the 12 Mile Yards (constructed in 
1969) provide a tangible connection to the Park’s past.

Environment / Nature
The Park’s main conservation assets are its springs and 
waterholes, the Roper River, and associated riverine 
environment. Mataranka Thermal Pool is listed in the 
Directory of Important Wetlands in Australia as a nationally-
significant wetland. The numerous springs on the Park feed 
the Waterhouse and Roper Rivers and help to sustain the 
surrounding riverine environment.

Get Active!
The short walking tracks at Elsey National Park are an ideal 
introduction into bushwalking for younger students. 

 EXTERNAL LINKS
 For more information visit:
 www.nt.gov.au/leisure
 www.nt.gov.au/leisure/parks-reserves/  
parks-resources-for-schools
 www.visitkatherine.com.au
 www.northernterritory.com/katherine- 
and-surrounds/elsey-national-park



Learn and Discover
Use the natural classroom for hands on learning, take lessons out in nature and learn new skills. The 
best way to introduce students to the inhabitants of Elsey National Park is to learn facts about the 
local plants and animals before visiting. Incorporate this into your pre-visit studies to make the most 
of your time on park.

Animals
261 native fauna species have been recorded from the Park, including 155 
birds, 32 mammals, 51 reptiles, 15 frogs and 16 fish species. These include 
the threatened Freshwater sawfish, Red Goshawk and Australian bustard. 
Up to 500, 000 Little Red Flying Fox regularly congregate in the park on a 
seasonal basis. This breeding colony is one of the largest in the NT and offers 
opportunities for wildlife watching on a grand scale. Freshwater crocodiles 
live in the river and often congregate under Flying Fox colonies. 

Plants
A total of 371 native flora species have been recorded for the Park. While 
no threatened flora species have been identified to date, the Park is home to 
several regionally restricted species, most significantly the Livistona fan palm 
(Livistona mariae ssp. rigida).

Geology
The limestone landscape that is such a feature of the Katherine region is 
evident within Elsey National Park. Calcium carbonate precipitates from 
spring waters onto rock bars, forming picturesque dams and other rock 
formations including Korowan, a beautiful set of cascades created by tufa 
forming on rocks in the Roper River. 

Pastoral history
The remains of a 1914 sheep dip, World War II Army Camp and the 12 Mile 
Yards (constructed in 1969) provide a tangible connection to the Park’s 
pastoral past.

Traditional Ownership / Cultural information 
Elsey National Park forms part of the traditional lands of the Mangarrayi 
and Yangman Indigenous people. Although the Park is not under formal 
joint management arrangements, Rangers involve Traditional Owners in 
important management decisions where cultural interests occur.  Signage 
telling of Indigenous plant use can be found along the Botanic Walk. 
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NEARBY LOCATIONS

Katherine Gorge Within Nitmiluk National Park, 30km from Katherine
Leliyn / Edith Falls Within Nitmiluk National Park, access road 40km north of Katherine
Cutta Cutta Caves Nature Park 30km south of Katherine
Katherine Museum Insights into Katherine region history including WWII
Katherine Visitor Centre Information on other tourism and visitor experiences in the 

Katherine area
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Incorporate activities such as a tracks and traces search, a bird watch or an investigation into open woodland  
and karst limestone vegetation into your park visit, there are many resources currently available online with 
tips and ideas for outdoor learning. 

Always remember to check with the Parks and Wildlife website before you head on out as sections of Elsey 
National Park can be closed due to flooding in the wet season.

WALKS AND EXPERIENCES

SWIMMING
The main areas of interest in Elsey National Park are the thermally fed 
swimming areas of Bitter Springs and the Mataranka Thermal Pool. 
The water is crystal clear most of the time, take goggles and a pool 
noodle for an unforgettable experience.

WALKS
The 21 km one-way Riverside walk links the main visitor sites along John 
Hauser Drive and leads through a varied landscape including riverine 
forest and tufa formations at Korowan. Short walking tracks explore all 
visitor sites. Tracks that lead along the Roper River are closed during 
the wet season.   

WILDLIFE
The varied habitats in Elsey National Park provide a home for a wide 
variety of wildlife. Livistona mariae palms fringing the Roper River are 
home to Little Red Flying Fox, Freshwater crocodiles hunt underneath 
these huge colonies and many different bird and insect species are 
easy to spot in the rivers, swamps and drainage areas in the park. 

GUIDED TALKS AND RANGER LED ACTIVITIES
Tap into local knowledge. Parks and Wildlife Community Engagement 
Officers may be available for school excursion support for your group. 
Contact 89 738 865 for bookings and information. 



Need Help? Or more information? 
Contact the Katherine Community Engagement Officer on (08) 8973 8865

clare.pearce@nt.gov.au
We may be able to contribute ideas towards 

enhancing your excursion program.

Jalmurark campground Elsey National Park


