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1. The Northern Territory supports a national approach to livestock identification and tracing. 
Branding is not mandatory for buffalo but it is mandatory to identify all buffalo prior to movement 
with an approved identification device. The mandatory waybill system applies to buffalo and 
includes full description of categories of buffalo, details of brands and earmarks (if applicable). It is a 
mandatory requirement for owners of a holding where buffalo are kept to register their holding and 
obtain a Property Identification Code (PIC). 

Identification requirements  
2. It will be mandatory for buffalo moving off a property to be identified by either method (a) which is 

essentially the same as the cattle requirements or method (b) which is similar to the system used in 
sheep/goats. 

a. buffalo must carry an RFID device for all movements. The owner of the property of origin is 
responsible for ensuring that all animals are identified with an RFID. Full transaction 
recording will apply (eg the device will be scanned and the PIC of origin and PIC of 
destination reported to the national NLIS database).  This will be the responsibility of the 
owner at the place of destination. 

OR 

b. prior to movement a transaction tag with a serial number will be applied to an ear of the 
buffalo. A transaction tag is a visually readable tag which includes the PIC of the property 
where the tag is applied. The serial numbers will be recorded on the waybill.  The tag will 
remain in the ear of the buffalo. At subsequent movements another transaction tag will be 
applied to an ear of the buffalo. 

3. Buffalo moving interstate will meet the identification requirements of the state of destination. This 
would include the application of RFIDs. 

4. Buffalo entering the NT from other states are required to meet the mandatory identification 
requirements applicable to NT buffalo. 

Principal livestock regulatory officer (PLRO)  
Renae McLean  |  M: 08 8973 9703  |  M: 0448 441 9124  |  Email: ntnlis@nt.gov.au 

Website:  https://nt.gov.au/industry/agriculture/livestock/brand-and-identify-livestock/nlis-in-the-nt 

Darwin Region  

Regional Livestock Biosecurity Officer (RLBO) 
Ph:  08 8999 2034 M:  0401 115 802 

Alice Springs Region Fax:  08 8951 8123 

Regional Livestock Biosecurity Officer (RLBO) 
Ph:  08 8951 8125 M:  0401 118 125 

Katherine Region Fax:  08 8973 9759 

Regional Livestock Biosecurity Officer (RLBO) 
Ph:  08 8973 9767 M:  0467 740 233 
 
Livestock Biosecurity Officer (LBO) 
Ph:  08 8973 9765 M:  0427 604 002 

Tennant Creek Region  Fax:  08 8962 4480 

Principal Livestock Biosecurity Officer (PLBO) 
Ph:  08 8962 4458 M:  0401 113 445 
 
Livestock Biosecurity Officer (LBO) 
Ph:  08 8962 4492 M:  0457 517 347 

NT Brands Register Search Database  http://brand.primaryindustry.nt.gov.au/ 

NT Property Identification Code (PIC) Search  http://pic.primaryindustry.nt.gov.au/ 
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