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Correct NLIS device application
Electronic Identification Devices (eID)

Applying devices correctly the first time avoids the cost and inconvenience  
of re-tagging. There are two types of electronic NLIS (sheep and goat)  
devices available.

NLIS (sheep and goat) breeder devices are colour coded to match the sheep 
industry’s year-of-birth device colour system and are used to permanently 
identify sheep and goats before they leave their property of origin.

NLIS (sheep and goat) post breeder devices are pink and are used to 
permanently identify introduced sheep and goats, not already identified with  
an electronic device, or that have lost their original device.  
Remember the eID devices can only be used on the type of livestock they are 
purchased for, meaning sheep devices for sheep, and goat devices for goats.  
The species is recorded against each identification number on the NLIS database. 
 



What is an eID?

•	 NLIS devices can be attached to either ear.
•	 Only one electronic NLIS device must be present on a 

sheep or goat at any time. 
•	 NLIS devices purchased for use on one property must 

not be applied to sheep or goats located on another 
property, unless the parcel of land is linked to the PIC.   

•	 Visit the Property Identification Code website to update 
your PIC details. 

•	 NLIS devices must not be used to identify any other 
livestock species (such as cattle, alpacas and pigs). 

•	 NLIS devices must not be removed unless the device is 
damaged and cannot be read electronically. 

•	 It is not a legal requirement in the Northern Territory to 
use the correct ‘year of birth’ coloured breeder devices, 
but it is encouraged. 

Contact

Tagging requirements 

•	 Only use sheep devices for sheep and goat devices  
for goats.

•	 Apply NLIS devices according to the manufacturer’s 
instruction with the manufacturer’s recommended 
applicator.

•	 If an incorrect applicator is used, devices may fall out and 
the transponder in the device may be damaged. 

How to tag your sheep or goats

Email: NTnlis@nt.gov.au
Resources: 
Sheep Producers Australia 
Brand and identify livestock  

Darwin Region
Regional Livestock Biosecurity Officer (RLBO)
Ph: 08 8999 2034        M: 0401 115 802
Livestock Biosecurity Officer (LBO)
Ph: 08 8999 2083        M: 0448 480 219

Katherine Region
Regional Livestock Biosecurity Officer (RLBO)
Ph:  08 8973 9767           M:  0467 740 233
Livestock Biosecurity Officer (LBO)
Ph:  08 8973 9765           M:  0427 604 002

Alice Springs Region
Livestock Biosecurity Officer (LBO)
Ph: 08 8951 8125          M: 0401 118 125

Tennant Creek Region
Regional Livestock Biosecurity Officer (RLBO)
Ph:  08 8962 4492         M:  0457 517 347
Livestock Biosecurity Officer (LBO)
Ph:  08 8962 4458         M:  0499 971 094

https://nt.gov.au/industry/agriculture/livestock-and-animals/get-a-property-identification-code
mailto:NTnlis@nt.gov.au
https://www.sheepproducers.com.au/sgttf
https://www.sheepproducers.com.au/sgttf 
https://nt.gov.au/industry/agriculture/livestock-and-animals/brand-and-identify-livestock/nlis-in-the-nt

