
The process below explains how to obtain a Mineral Title and Environmental (Mining) Licence under the Mineral Titles Act 2010 (MTA) and the Environment Protection Act 2019 (EP Act) 

HOW TO APPLY FOR A MINERAL TITLE AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL (MINING) LICENCE

APPLY FOR AN ENVIRONMENTAL (MINING) LICENCE
Environment Protection Act 2019   ||   Applications are made to Department of Lands, Planning and Environment (DLPE)

Applicant applies for the relevant mineral title

Title applicant notifies land owner

Application is assessed
DME assesses application to ensure compliance with the MTA, conducts 
‘fit and proper person’ test considering past performance, capacity and 
capability to undertake technical work program

Minister Decision
The Minister for Mining makes a decision to grant or refuse the application

Payment of rent

Mining Operator applies for the relevant environment protection licence and environmental approval if required
The mining operator reviews NT EPA guidance and determines if referral to the NT EPA is required due to the potential for significant impact to the environment. If there is no potential for a significant impact to the environment, 
the mining operator reviews the assessment criteria and standard conditions to determine the level of environmental (mining) licence required. An application for a licence can be made concurrently with NT EPA referral

Security deposit invoiced
DME invoices the mining operator for the specified security deposit

Security deposit payment
Mining operator pays the security deposit to DME

Authority to commence / continue activities
Minister for Mining issues an ‘authority to commence / continue activities’ under MTAENVIRONMENTAL (MINING) LICENCE 

TIMEFRAMES

MINERAL TITLE TIMEFRAMES
from time security is paid to mining operator being 
provided an authority to commence / continue activities 

Application to include:
• Applicant details
• Particulars of area required
• Technical work program
• Details of Technical and financial resources
• Application fee
• Fit and proper person requirements

Notice of intent
The Minister for Mining issues notice 
of intent to grant title, subject to 
payment of rent

Confirmation of grant
Issued by Minister for Mining

APPLY FOR A MINERAL TITLE
Mineral Titles Act 2010   ||   Applications are made to Department of Mining and Energy (DME)

Advertise 
(Objections/Public Submissions)

Native Title/Aboriginal land process completed

APPLY FOR A LICENCE

STANDARD MODIFIED TAILORED

No public comment is required if the application relates to a mining activity for which 
an environmental approval is required or has been granted.

Mining operator applies for a licence
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APPROVAL
Minister approval refused. If an 
application is refused, a licence cannot 
be issued under the EP Act

Minister approval granted. 
Mining operator to apply for 

licence if not already submitted

REFUSAL

Application open for 
public comment

No public comment is 
required for a standard 
licence
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Application open for 
public comment
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80
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60
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NT EPA ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

Mining operator to refer activity to the NT EPA for environmental impact 
assessment (EIA)

Minister for Environment considers NT EPA’s assessment and makes final decision to 
grant or refuse an ‘environmental approval’ under the EP Act for the activity

Minister Decision
The Environment Minister makes a decision to grant or refuse the mining licence

Mining operator undertakes EIA and NT EPA prepares assessment report and 
recommendations for the Minister’s consideration

REFUSAL APPROVAL

Will the mining activity have the potential to have a significant impact on the environment?

YESNO

Application is assessed
Environmental Officer assesses the application

Licence granted
DLPE advises DME of security deposit requirements

Activities commence / continue
Mining operator can commence / continue activity
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Minister refuses title
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Exploration
Standard Modified Tailored
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Applicant / Mining Operator
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