


ifferent people including the

Aboriginal Ranger Groups and the
Nhulunbuy Corporation manage

Parks and Wildlife, Parks Australia,
saltwater crocodiles.

Northern Territory Government,

Many d

Crocodiles live in the Top End of
the Northern Territory in both

salt and freshwater.
We have a long and complicated

history with crocodiles.

ionin 1971,

crocodile numbers have recovered

Since their protect

with a strong cultural connection to
the country, for others crocodiles
are a source of income through

For some people they are a totem
tourism and farming.

iles

were hunted and everyone needs to
ings

to

hunting,

ing,

ig Book aims

ile doing the th
B

ish
ise
oy the water safely.

d boating

ike F
information and resources

ise wh
t becrocwise.nt.gov.au

we all love |

swimming an

help everyone understand crocodiles
visi

to what they were before crocod
and how to enj

Be Crocw
The Be Crocw
For more

other people see them as part of

Some people fear them while
the environment.

%
do%
X

TERRITORY
GOVERNMENT

® NORTHERN

BE SAFE IN CROC COUNTRY | BE CROCWISE 1



We have 2 [dnis
of crocodiles.

Freshwater and
saltwater crocodiles
live in waters
around us.

Freshwater crocodiles
like to live in
freshwater. They have
sharp teeth and a long
narrow snout.

They eat small
things like fish, frogs
and turtles.

They are usually shy
and prefer to stay
away from people.




Saltwater

Saltwater crocodiles like to live in both salt and freshwater.

ﬂfﬂﬂﬂﬂ“e can They have a wide snout and very strong jaws and teeth.
gi‘ﬂw g%é A big saltwater crocodile can eat really big things —including people!




Crocodiles are ~0TECTED!

Many years ago there were lots
of crocodiles.

People came to Northern Australia
from all over the world to hunt them.
They wanted their skins to make lots
of money.

They killed so many saltwater
crocodiles that there were almost
none left in the rivers!

In the 1971 special laws were made
to protect crocodiles. People realised
that no more crocodiles was bad

for the environment, bad for the
culture of Aboriginal people and

bad For business.

o one is allowed to hunt crocs without permission.
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H T Many people come to the Northern Territory from around the world
crocomles '“’mg to see a crocodile living where they are supposed to be. Lots of people

in ihe lﬂilﬂ are work in businesses that help our visitors see crocodiles. Lots of people
work in businesses that make money from farming crocodiles, or from

@ﬁﬂ@ %B? MSEH&S& collecting crocodile eggs from the wild that are sold to farms.
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Al animals are fOF  saltwater crocodiles are the top of the Food chain, the boss of
the river. This means they can eat whatever they want for dinner

Sﬂﬁ‘."!ﬂiﬁi‘ Gi‘ﬂﬂﬂﬂiles. — even each other.
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# Crocodiles are almost
the same colour as the

water, rocks and mud. :
They are good at hiding. -

It's really hard to see
| them, even when they
_____,J are swimming on top of
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Can you see the
~ crocodile hiding
in the water?

Keep your family safe

by remembering that

crocs are very good
at hiding.




Can you see the crocodile’s nostrils?

They are almost closed because this crocodile is just
about to dive underwater.

Why do you think a crocodile closes its nose
underwater?




The skin on a
crocodile’s face,

belly and arms has
little dots. These are
special nerves that
make it as sensitive
as your fingertips.
They use their
sensitive skin to feel
things swimming past
them in muddy water.




Canyou see
underwater
without goggles?
A crocodile can.
Its extra eyelids
are like goggles.
The extra eyelid is
called a
and it

helps to protect
their eye while

' they swim and
hunt underwater.

- sus Crocodiles can S5
: really well. &
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Crocodiles £
domtuse 3A
| their legs 10 M

jump out of
the water.

e

This big saltwater
crocodile is missing
a couple of its legs.
It might have lost
them in a fight, but
that's ok it doesn'’t
need them to jump.

A crocodile uses its
big strong tail to lift
its whole body out
of the water.




o - long way back
from the water.
PN T
e .h-"_.'- e '_r ' ® - " bl o e
- et . BESAfEINCROCCOUN'TI!YlBECROCWISE’& 7

Crocodiles use their
strong tail to jump

up out of the water
to grab their dinner.

This goose got too
close to the water’s
edge and ended

up becoming the
crocodiles dinner.

Always stand a
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Grocodiles can he found
b - : iﬂ "

~  Swimming is fun when it's hot, but always remember,
crocodiles can even be found in shallow, clear water.

These people swimming in a . A safe
swimming place will have a sign saying that you can swim.
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DANGER.

" .. Crocodiles inhabit ‘this area.
Attacks cause injury or death.

= Keap away from waler's edge
i == Do nol enter the water,

- Take extreme care when launching
and-retriaving boals:

F
o~ Do not clean fish near thie water's adge.
~ Remove all fish and food waste
~-= Camp well away from the waler

follow all warnings about crocodiles.

Warnings may be on signs or stickers, onthe = \_,
radio or in the instructions or stories from & ===
older people.



They can even live in
drying up mud holes like
this one while they wait
for the rain to come.




Crocodiles lie on the bank or the beach to
get warm in the sun.

,.,,“:u They will also leave the water to get food, or




Crocodiles leave
tracks in the sand
when they pull
themselves up
out of the water.

from crocodile
tracks or belly slide marks.

The crocodile may still be
there somewhere!
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Remember, crocodiles are camouflaged. They hide
in shallow water and they jump out onto the bank Sia“d at leaSi

to grab their dinner. from ihe \Maiﬁf
what these people are doing! ‘Mme vou P H ﬁsmng.

They are not being safe.
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smell and héar
really well.

A crocodile’s nostrils and ears close up so the water doesn’t get in. When
a crocodile is above the water it can hear and smell you from a long way
away. They know when you are washing your fish at the water’s edge.
They can smell you and the fish, and can hear any splashing you make.
Help keep everyone safe by cleaning your catch far away from the water.
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Hﬂ“' hig is Saltwater crocodiles in the Northern Territory can be more than six metres long.
" That is a very big animal!

Crocodiles can be much longer than a boat.




Saltwater crocodiles
can

Your boat may be smaller
than a crocodile.

Saltwater crocodiles can
jump into small boats.

yourself while you
are fishing by keeping your
arms and legs away from
the sides and never sleep
on your boat.

-~ = Whenyou are fishing from
~ the bank, never turn your
= backonthe water. Stay five
-~ metres back and keep a tall
-~ . slope orrocks in between

~~—  you and the water.
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Campers have been attacked by saltwater crocodiles
because their tents were too close to the water.
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THANK YOU

DJELK RANGERS PHONE : 89795803

Bﬂ“g&i‘s hem Rangers from across the Top End

work hard to keep people safe

I(ﬁﬁﬂ vou Saiﬁ. from saltwater crocodiles.




Rangers use traps and lots of other tools to help keep the community safe from crocodiles.
Stay safe and stay away from crocodile traps! There might be a crocodile nearby hiding.

Don’t damage signs that tell people about crocodiles. The signs are there to keep you and
your Family safe.




Everyone needs to
be clever around
water where
crocodiles live.

You need to
Be Grocwise.

There are lots more crocodiles and people
now than when hunting was stopped.

This can sometimes mean that people and
crocodiles live close to each other.




ALWAYS

Being Crocwise is remembering to:

keep your family safe from crocs

hey
A ,
Cr:cs canb and they are stay five metres away from the water
2l here 1 So W€ keep your arms and legs inside the boat
W
5ll need to stay safe aFOU"“d camp a long way from the water
water and . clean up your fishing rubbish

swim in safe places (look for signs)
stay away from croc traps and croc tracks

listen to the Rangers and Elders.

BE SAFE IN CROC COUNTRY | BE CROCWISE 28






