
Pastoral  lessees can apply for permits to use 
parts of their  lease for non-pastoral  uses such as 
agriculture,  horticulture,  aquaculture,  tourism  
and forestry.

The amendments to the Act  give pastoral ists  an 
oppor tunity  to take advantage of  di fferent  markets.

Previously,  parts of pastoral  properties could be 
used for non-pastoral  use activit ies but permits 
were only approved for up to f ive years and had to 
be renewed annually.   Permits were provided to the 
lessee and were not transferable if  the pastoral  lease 
changed ownership.

Non-pastoral  use permits c an now be approved for 
30 years,  and c an be renewed by applying to the 
Pastoral  Land B oard two years pr ior  to i ts  expir y.

The non-pastoral  use permit  is  now registered to 
the lease and not  issued to the lessee,  providing 
longer term secur i ty  for  investment .  The permit 
being registered to the lease has the l ikel ihood of 
a lso increasing the value of  a  pastoral  lease i f  the 
lease is  going to be sold.  

The changes give pastoral ists  greater  cer tainty  
and conf idence to explore and invest  in  longer term  
non-pastoral  oppor tunit ies.

The pr imar y operat ion of  a  pastoral  lease must  be for 
pastoral  purposes,  but  pastoral ists  c an operate other 
business enterpr ises l ike mango crops or  tour ism 
and c amping operat ions s ide by s ide,  providing two 
revenue streams.

Already loc al  pastoral ists  are diversi f y ing with these 
types of  business enterpr ises being developed on 
pastoral  leases throughout the NT. 

ADVANTAGES
The Nor thern Terr i tor y Government recognises the 
pastoral  industr y c annot depend on c att le  a lone but 
needs to be able to diversi f y  to unlock the potent ia l 
of  the land.

Whi le  pastoral  product ion must  remain the dominant 
industr y on the proper ty under the Pastoral  Land Act, 
pastoral ists  c an use par t  of  their  proper t ies for  crops 
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The Nor thern Terr i tor y Government has made i t  easier  for 

pastoral ists  to diversi f y  and generate alternate income 

streams through changes to the P asto r a l  La n d  Act .



or tour ism to provide an extra buffer  against  hard 
t imes by creat ing new income streams.

The changes make i t  easier  to apply for  permits 
and invest  in  non-pastoral  uses through a more 
streamlined process in  accordance with other 
legis lat ion l ike the Native Tit le Act.

The non-pastoral use permits wil l  create a more even 
playing field between pastoral lease holders and 
freehold tit le owners in terms of land use, while giving 
a lessee more potential to generate income. The 
non-pastoral use permit may potentially increase the 
value of a pastoral lease, when considering it for sale 
purposes.

Diversi f y ing al lows pastoral ists  to c apital ise on 
growing demand for  produce and suppor ts the 
Government’s  v is ion to accelerate development of 
the Nor th.

About the Pastoral  Land Act :
Depar tment of  Environment and Natural 

Resources,  Rangelands Divis ion

P:  08 8999 4474  |   E :  rangelands@nt.gov.au

www.nt.gov.au/npu

WE CAN HELP
The Government has cut red tape to make it easier 
for pastoralists to diversify and develop new income 
streams.

The permits are administered by the Pastoral 
Land B oard with suppor t  from the Depar tment 
of  Environment and Natural  Resources and other 
Government agencies as required.

The Pastoral  Land B oard is  responsible for  the 
not i f ic at ion process under the Native Tit le Act ,  to 
ensure the new use compl ies with the provis ions of 
th is  legis lat ion. 

The Depar tment of  Environment and Natural 
Resources and Depar tment of  Pr imar y Industr y and 
Resources c an provide pastoral ists  with advice on 
land suitabi l i ty,  crops and potent ia l  markets.

Diversif ication expands the opportunity for increased 
income streams, so non-pastoral  use permit fees 
are staged over an init ial  f ive year period to al low 
new developments on leases t ime to mature and be 
productive.

Advice on land use:
Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

P:  08 8999 4478 |  E:  rangelands@nt.gov.au

Business grow th:
Depar tment of  Trade,  Business and Innovat ion 

Liaison Off icer,  Graeme Kevern

P:  08 8901 4061 |  E:  graeme.kevern@nt.gov.au

WHO CAN HELP?


